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Dewey

English, Species and Varieties: Their Origin
by Mutation (1905), and Plant Breeding
(1907).

Dew, a deposit of water on the surface of
the earth, formed when the water vapor in
the air close to the ground or in the soil it-
self is condensed by the chilling influence of
radiation. The conditions most favorable to
dew formation are a relatively high humidity
and a calm, clear atmosphere. With strong
winds the air cannot remain sufficiently long
in contact with the ground for precipitation
to take place, and in cloudy weather radiation
is checked. The dew point is the temperature
at which the water vapor in the air condenses.

and  which   have   a   characteristic   dew-like
bloom.

De Wet, Christian Rudolf (1854-1922),
Boer general and statesman, was born in the
Smithfield district, Orange Free State; took
part in the Boer War of 1880-1, and was suc-
cessively commandant, general, and com-
mander-in-chief of the Boer forces in the
South African War, 1899-1902. De Wet signed
the peace terms at Vereeniging in 1902; was
appointed a member of the South African
Council of Defence in 1912. * Shortly after the
outbreak of the Great War of Europe, Gen-
eral De Wet protested against the action of
the South African Union in fighting Germany,
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It depends upon the relative humidity of the
air, and may be determined experimentally by
the hygrometer or by filling a cup with water,
adding ice, and stirring with a thermometer.
The temperature at which moisture begins to
form on the surface of the cup is the dew
point of the air at that time.

Dewar, Sir James (1842-1923), British
chemist and physicist. He carried out impor-
tant investigations in the physiological action
of light, spectroscopy, the liquefaction of gas-
es, properties of matter at lowest tempera-
tures, air calorimetry, and capillarity j was the
first to obtain liquid, 1898, and solid hydro-
gen, 1899; and by evaporating liquid hydro-
gen under diminishing pressure secured the
lowest steady temperature ever reached, 13 c.
absolute. He was co-inventor, with Sir Fred-
erick Abel, of cordite, and introduced the use
of the Dewar or thermos flask.

Dewberry is distinguished from the com-
mon blackberry by its weaker and more pros-
trate gMucous stern, with scattered prickles,
hut without bristles or glandular hairs, also by
the few large drupes, which make up its fruit,

and took the field against the British forces.
He was captured and brought to trial on a
charge of high treason, found guilty, and sen-
tenced to 6 years' imprisonment and a fine of
$10,000; but was released in December, 1915.
He is the author of Three Years of War
(1902).
Dewey, Charles Melville (1849-1928),
American painter, was born in Lowville, N.
Y. His paintings include: Edge of the Forest;
Close of Day; The Gray Robe of Twilight.
Dewey, George (1837-1917), American
naval officer, was born in Montpelier, Vt,
During the Civil War he served in the steam
frigate Mississippi in the Gulf, taking part in
the operations involved in the opening of the
Mississippi and capture of New Orleans by
Farragut, the capture of Port Hudson, the at-
tacks on Fort Fisher, and others. He became
a lieutenant-commander in 1865, and a com-
mander in 1872; was commissioned captain in
1884; and commodore in 1896. In January,
1898, Commodore Dewey was given command
of the Asiatic Squadron, and on the outbreak
of the Spanish-American War was ordered to